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OU researchers help NASA

develop a seamless mobile
Internet connection.
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Mohammed Aﬂquinrnan. a University of Oklahoma computer sclence professor, is heading a NASA-funded project
that could result in being able to connect to wireless Internet from any location.

OU team aids NASA on seamless signals

By Ancer Rices
World Stafl Wrller

NORMAN — A University of
Oklahoma professor and three stu-
dents are working on a NASA-fund-
ed research project that would pro-
vide a seamless connection for
wireless Internet — whether in
space or in your car.

While NASA will use the re-
search to improve connections with
satellites, it also wants the work to
apply to the general public, said
Mohammed Atiquzzaman, the OU
computer science professor leading
the project.

Called seamless hand-off for data
networks, the research should pro-

vide a new technology to keep sal-
ellites in contact with stations on
Earth — without disconnecting and
then reconnecting as they orbit, Ati-
quzzaman said. .

The same technology, he said,
could also allow laptop users to use
wireless Internel almost anywhere
— even while in a car.

Wireless Internet can now be ac-
cessed directly through a laptop on-
ly in a specific area, much like a
cordless phone can only be used
within a certain range of a home or
office. The OU group is research-
ing how wireless Internet could be
made to work outside of that range,

It's like comparing a cell phone
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to a cordless phone. Mobile phones
can he used while driving because
cell towers seamlessly hand off the
signal — the person lalking doesn't
even realize il.

Atiquzzaman and the students are
trying to develop a technology that
would allow wireless Internet to do
the same thing — transfer signals
Fetween towers without disconnect-
ng.

The wireless connection would
be transmitted using the same ac-
cess points that already provide In-
ternet browsing on cell phones, he
said,

For now, the students have set
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